Appendix A

Public Participation



The Housing Element must reflect the values and preferences of the community. Accordingly,
community participation is an important component of the development of this Element. Government
Code Section 65583(c)(8) states that the local government must make “a diligent effort to achieve public
participation of all economic segments of the community in the development of the housing element.”
This process not only includes community members, but also participation from local agencies and
housing groups, community organizations, and housing spensersdevelopers.

During the development of the Housing Element update, direct input was received from more than 3025
individuals and organizations, which was crucial in shaping the priorities and objectives for the Housing
Element update. Input was received from individuals and organizations that serve special needs
households and renters, represent First Nation tribes, develop and manage affordable housing, and
offer fair housing services.

Madera County provided online and in-person opportunities for interested parties and community
members to provide valuablefeedbackinput throughout the development of the Housing Element. Input
was gathered through interviews, community surveys on housing needs and the Site Inventory-surveys,
a project-specific website, information booths at community events, the Equity Advisory Committee,
and-project-specific public meetings, a Planning Commission meeting, and other methods as described
in this document. Themes from community input and how the Housing Element update incorporated
that input is provided in the tables at the end of this document.

HOUSING ELEMENT PROJECT WEBSITE

A project website dedicated to the Housing Element was created to keep the community informed
throughout the update process.

https://maderacountyhousingelement.com



The websitepage provided detailed information on the Housing Element process, frequently asked
questions, project updates, summaries of past events, the housing and Ssite linventory -surveys, and
copies of the Ssites linventory and Draft Housing Element update. Project materials associated with the
Housing Element update were regularly posted on the project website, including flyers for upcoming
workshops; and virtualworkshop PowerPoint presentations,and-thesitesinventory. A link on the
website enabled people to sign up for project email updates and to submit comments atany-time
throughout the project process.

BPIGHALAND-NON-DIGHAL-MEBIA-OUTREACH_AND NOTIFICATION

To inform the public of project milestones and opportunities for involvement during the Housing
Element update process, the County notified community members and interested parties on project
updates, upcoming workshops, and engagement opportunities through a combination of digital and
traditional outreach methods.

Project Notification List

96X%X% organizations and |nd|V|duaIs who recelved emalls about pro1ect milestones and opportunities for

involvement. The complete notification list is provided as an attachment to this appendix.

Digital and Printed Notices

The County distributed Bigitat-Mmailer notices and printed flyers were-distributed-in English and
Spanish. Digital advertising-material and reminders wereas distributed-viasent out via email to the
project email list, posted on the project website, and advertised on social media via the County’s
channels and platforms, including Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter (now known as X). The following
outreach methods were used to inform the community on ways-they-eeutd-opportunities for participate
involvement in the Housing Element update process:

e All outreach events and participation opportunities were advertised on the County’s website
and posted on the Housing Element update website.

e Printed flyers were made available at the Madera County Government Center to advertise the
community workshops, Planning Commission study session, and other eutreach
eventsengagement opportunities.

e Printed flyers were distributed at community events, including the Fairmead, Parksdale, and La
Vina Community meetings, the City of Madera Farmers Market, and the Oakhurst Community
Health Fair.

e Digital flyers were distributed through the County’s social media outlets, including Facebook,
Instagram and Twitter (now known as X).

e Direct mailers in English and Spanish were sent eutto 11,000 residents of identified
disadvantaged-communitieDisadvantaged Communities (DACs)s with limited broadband access
to inform them of the Housing Element public review period. DACs are considered areas with
concentrated populations of low-income households, high unemployment rates, low levels of




homeownership, overpayment on rent, sensitive populations, pollution burdened, or low levels
of educational attainment as identified by the CalEnviroScreen mapping tool. Further discussion
and analysis on DACs in the county are included in Appendix F, Affirmatively Furthering Fair

Housing.

County agencies and community organizations, {including the Madera County Department of Public
Health, Leadership Counsel for Justice & Accountability, and Community Action Partnership of Madera
County,} helped spread awareness of the Housing Element udpdate throughout the process by
disseminating email_ updates and printed ;flyers; and_event notices to their contact lists.

POP UP EVENTS

County staff attended local community events and-+eetings-to inform residents abeut-of the Housing
Element update, diseuss-receive input on the Ssites linventory, address-and answer questions regarding
the update process.; are—At these events, distribute-materialscommunity members were enrcouraging
encouraged to sign -ups for email updates, participate in the housing and/or Ssite linventory survey
participations, and submitssier-ef-provide feedback-input on housing issues and priorities in the county
and-petentiaty-housingsites. Staff attended the following community events:
e Fairmead Community and Friends Resource Fair (June 24, 2023)
e (City of Madera Farmers Market (August 17, 2023-and, August 31, 2023 and September 7, 2023)
Oakhurst Community Health Fair at the Oakhurst Community Center (September 22, 2023)
e laVina Community Center (October 4, 2023)
e Fairmead Resource Fair (March 23, 2024)

COUNTYWIDE-VIRTUAL COMMUNITY WORKSHOP

The County held a virtual community workshop open to all county residents on December 14, 2022. The
workshop was advertised in English and Spanish online via the project website, email notification, and
social media, as-welasand printed mailers and flyers distributed at the venues described above. Due to
the County’s large geographic area with remote communitiesaeresstarge-distances, the workshop was
held virtually via Zoom to provide an opportunity for all residents in+remete-tocations-to participate, and
to potentially reach-attract a petentiaty-higher number of residents. Live Ftranslation services for
Spanish speakers were made available. Fhere-were15Fifteen participants that-attended the online
workshop. The workshop consisted of a presentation te-irtreduce-the Housing Element-updateas-well
givean-overview-on-as the updates to the County’s Housing, Safety, and Environmental Justice Elements
and a discussion session.; Through thean open discussion session, community members had ané
proevided-an opportunity ferindividuals-to provide input-en-ways-te-improvelivingconditionsin-Madera
Ceunty, ask questions —Fegacdmg—the—Heusmg—Elemeﬂie en-and discuss the housmg needs of their

communities.

q&es%ren—and—answe{—peﬂed— A recordlng of the workshop, a copy of the PowerPomt presentatlon and
public input summary were made available on the project website.

Through an open discussion session, community members had an opportunity to provide input, ask
questions, and discuss the housing needs of their communities. Participants also suggested
organizations to contact for interviews on housing needs, and inquired on how information would be
collected for the housing needs assessment and analysis of fair housing. Comments received during the
community workshop eentered-en-included:




library, community center, broadband service);

o Llack of aceesste-transit resources; and walkability issues;ane-insutficient-grocery-stores:
Participanisstated-thatthelack-efUnreliable broadband internet and technology barriers makes

public participation in eutreach-engagement events difficult forin the rural communities of La
Vina and Fairmead-

agriculture, smoke from wildfires in eastern parts of Madera County, and air pollutants from
illegal trash burning-

o Workshopparticipantsalso-expressed-that-eCommunities in Fairmead and La Vina lack access to
public facilities, such as parks and libraries, and should be prioritized fortaek infrastructure
improvements, including sidewalks, street repairs, water service, and internet connection-

o SeveralwerkshopparticipantsecommentedComments on the Housing Element update process,
including advocating for a-more rebust-community engagement strategyopportunities, and

recommendmg in-person commumty meetlngs in La Vina and Fawmead—aed—eugges%mg

TOWN HALL MEETINGS

County staff attended four -in-person town hall meetings in-erderto further engage varieds-community
groups in the Housing Element process. These meetings were intended to festerprovide additional
netweorking-discussion opportunities are-in inerease-visibility-efspecificthe Disadvantaged

eCommunities (DACs) intheof Fairmead and La Vina-areas-and-enhancecommunity-engagement.
TFweThe town halls were held in Fairmead on July 19, 2023 and August 14, 2023, and one town hallin La

Vina was held October 4, 2023.

The W
te—p#eseﬂt—Countv presented aen overview of the Housmg Element, dlscussed the project timeline-fer
develepmentand-adoption-of the HousingElement, and an-provided additional

eppertunitesopportunitiesy for attendeestoprovide-input-feedback on the Ssites linventory, fair
housing issues, and housing needs. Feedback from community meetings in Fairmead and La Vina

expressed a need for improvements to public infrastructure, transportation access and access to
services and amenities. Feedback received during town hall meetings included:

e lack of infrastructure in the Fairmead and La Vina areas to meet housing needs

e Concerns over the use of pesticides in residential areas surrounding agricultural uses in
Fairmead and La Vina

e lack of adequate sidewalks and walkability

Concerns over water and sewer availability

The need for neighborhood revitalization

Lack of amenities and services in the La Vina area

Lack of reliable internet access in the La Vina area



Lo Vinatn Meeting (C 2023}
An additional town hall was organized by the County on April 4, 2024, to inform participants about the

draft Housing Element public review period. Participants were also provided with a key takeaways page
which included an overview of the Housing Element sections and Madera County’s housing goals.

INTERVIEWS WITH INTERESTED PARTIES

The County held three-two virtual meetings with interested parties on May 17 and 18, 2023 aréd
Nevember 92023 to-interviewwith representatives of community agencies and organizations enthat
provide affordable housing-erganizations, housing service-previderss, and erganizations-serving special
needs populations. The meetings consisted of a short presentation followed by a discussion session. The
County met with the following interested parties:

e Sara Bosse, Madera County Public Health (May 17, 2023)

e Betsy McGovern-Garcia, Self-Help Enterprises (May 17, 2023)

e Ashley Hedemann, Habitat for Humanity, Greater Fresno Area (May 18, 2023)

Interviews with interested parties focused on opportunities and constraints to housing development
and fair housing issues, including the following themes:
e Barriers to affordable housing development
e Housing needs and issues within the community
e Homelessness and special needs
Strategies for addressing housing needs
e Strategies to further engage disadvantaged populations in the Housing Element update process

Specific issues raised during the interviews included the lack of sufficient rental units, substandard and
overcrowded housing conditions, lack of farmworker housing, and the high cost to develop housing.

EQUITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETINGS

The Equity Advisory Committee Meetings were established to provide information and seek input on the
Housing, Environmental Justice, and Safety Element updates. The Committee is comprised of
representatives of key organizations including the Community Action Partnership of Madera County,
Leadership Counsel for Justice and Accountability, and Fairmead Community and Friends. The County
met with the Equity Advisory Committee on May 1, June 5, September 25, October 16, and November 6
of 2023, and January 8, March 18, and April 8 of 2024, to obtain feedback from interested parties on
preliminary findings and draft strategies that could be incorporated into the Housing Element update.



Participants were alse-encouraged to spread awareness of the Housing Element update with their
respective organizations. The Equity Advisory Committee meetings on May 1, September 25, and
November 6, 2023, and January 8, March 18, and April 8, 2024 focused on the Housing Element update.
The May 1, 2023 meeting introduced the Housing Element, the September 25, 2023 meeting reviewed
the proposed housing sites and an overview of fair housing topics, and the November 6, 2023 meeting
discussed potential programs and policies. The January 8, 2024 meeting fecused-endiscussed
opportunities to impreving-eutreach-te-increase participation during the public review period.; and-the
mMeetings on March 18 and April 8, 2024 were used to gain feedback on the goals, policies, and
programs drafted in the Housing Plan. The meetings on June 5 and October 16, 2023 centered on the
Safety Element update and Environmental Justice Element; however, members provided valuable
insight on affirmatively furthering fair housing issues and housing policy development.

During the meetings, participants discussed constraints to housing development in the county, housing
and infrastructure needs, and strategies to address identified issues. The Equity Advisory Committee
identified housing needs for farmworkers and families of migrant farmworkers, including the lack of
affordable housing, prevalence of unpermitted housing and substandard housing, exposure to pesticides
for residents near agricultural uses, and the need for more housing options and resources for
farmworkers, people at risk of homelessness, low-income households, moderate-income households,
and undocumented residents. Members of the Equity Advisory Committee also stated there is a need
for housing in a range of sizes and types, including smaller housing units to accommodate lower-income
households such as farmworkers and female-headed, single-parent households. According to the Equity
Advisory Committee, homelessness is a growing issue throughout the county, with most homeless
residents living in urban areas, but the county does not have enough housing and supportive services to
accommodate homeless residents, especially those struggling with mental health issues. Additional
needs identified by the Equity Advisory Committee include improvements that create a sense of
community, including community revitalization efforts, and meaningful community engagement efforts
that are adapted to the preferences and needs of the communities they are serving. Through
conversations with the Equity Advisory Committee, the County established additional strategies to
ensure all communities have access to Housing Element update information, including sending—Fhis

directlyresulted-inthecreation-of informational mailers sent to Bisadvantaged-Communities{DACs}

throughout the county to inform residents about the Housing Element public review period. BACsare

HOUSING-SURVEYS

Housing Needs Survey

The County prepared and distributed a housing needs survey to obtain community feedback on housing
needs, access to resources, and experiences with housing discrimination. The surveys-were- was made

available in beth-English and Spanish. The project website hosted the online housing needs survey from
February 17 to April 30, 2023 and received seven responses during this period. To gain more input, Fthe
housing survey was re-released on the County’s website from September 15, 2023 to January 18, 2024,




and received five additional responses. The input provided by the participants included the following
themes:

Housing affordable to lower-income households and housing needs being met were ranked as
the highest priority housing needs in the county.-

Affordable housing, repairs to older deteriorating homes, and more opportunities for home
ownership were selected as the top three housing needs in the county in the next decade.
Mid-rise (4-story) apartments, duplexes, single-story houses and condominiums, and senior
housing allowing for aging in place were ranked as the most preferred type of housing in
Madera County;-accerding-to-survey-participants,

Co-housing, residential care facilities for seniors/persons with disabilities, and large custom
homes were ranked as the least preferred housing types in Madera County,aceerding-te-survey
soelpants,

The most urgent housing challenges in the county are the affordability of housing, availability of
housing, and housing quality.

According to survey participants, new housing development should occur on agricultural and
vacant land on the edges of cities and unincorporated communities.

The most needed fair housing services are landlord/tenant counseling and promoting equal
access to housing choice for all residents.

The most needed housing assistance services are down payment assistance for lower-income
first time homebuyers and home repair assistance for low-income homeowners.

Most survey participants lived in a single-family home that they owned, lived with a spouse, and earned
an annual household income of more than $75,000-, higher than the —Te-comparethe-average annual
household income in Madera County is(-573,543){US-Census-Bureau). Most survey participants

responded they were not aware of fair housing rights. Other housing needs identified through the
survey included housing for people with disabilities and housing for seniors. SomeFew respondents
stated they were opposed to new housing development due to concerns regarding infrastructure
capacity, traffic, and water availability.

Site Inventory Survey

The County also distributed a questionnaire on the Ssite linventory to seek feedback on the proposed
housing opportunity sites. The survey was available on the County’s website from August 29, 2023 to
January 31, 2024 and was advertised on Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter (now known as X). The survey
was available in beth-English and Spanish. No responses were received on the survey; however, the Ssite
linventory was available for review and received over 300 views on the County’s website.

PLANNING COMMISSION STUDY SESSION

The County held a study session with the Planning Commission on the Housing Element update on
January 3, 2023. The study session was open to the public and included a presentation on the Housing
Element update process and regional housing needs allocation, and project timeline. No public
comments were made.

THEMES IN COMMUNITY OUTREACH INPUT



During the community outreach process, community members provided valuable input on housing in
Madera County. The comments and concerns informed the Draft Housing Element. This input has been
summarized into the following everarehing-themes in Table 1-1 below, along with discussion on how the
comments informed the Housing Element programs and actions.



Table 1-1 Summary of Community Input and Responses

IHow-Comment-was-Addressed Comment

How Comments were Addressed

Theme

[There is concern over the prevalence of
unpermitted housing and substandard
housing

[The Housing Plan includes programs that expand resources and funding for housing rehabilitation and repairs in neighborhoods

with the highest percentage of substandard housing. In addition, the County will employ programs that encourage the

development of farmworker housing, affordable housing, special needs housing, and supportive/transitional housing for persons

experiencing homelessness will expand access to safe housing options, reducing the residents to remain in substandard and/or

unpermitted housing. The following programs were informed by community input:

Housing Program 2 directs the County to monitor and support the development of affordable housing by acquiring grant

funding to support affordable housing development and providing education and technical assistance to developers and
interested parties.
Housing Program 3 directs the County to pursue grant funding for housing rehabilitation and provide assistance for

homeowners, owners of multi-family rental housing, and mobile homeowners, with a focus on vulnerable and low-
income homeowners. Program 3 also directs the County to update the Municipal Code to require mandatory
inspections and mitigation of hazards by landlords upon the complaint of a rental tenant.

Housing Program 4 directs the County to facilitate the development of affordable housing for farmworkers, persons

with disabilities, and extremely low-income households by developing incentives, securing funding, and employ permit
processing priority for housing for special needs households.

Housing Program 5 directs the County to expand programs and services for homeless individuals by pursuing funding for

homeless service providers that operate temporary, permanent, and emergency shelters, amend the Zoning Code to
permit supportive housing by-right in all zones where multi-family housing is permitted, and use County funds to create
supportive housing and provide services, including employing a substance use disorder counselor.




Rental housing is in need of rehabilitation

[The Housing Plan includes programs to provide support for residents living in substandard housing and housing in need of

maintenance or repairs. The following programs were informed by community input:

e Housing Program 3 directs the County to pursue grant funding for housing rehabilitation to provide assistance to
owners and property managers of multi-family rental housing, with a focus on vulnerable and low-income homeowners.
Program 3 also directs the County to update the Municipal Code to require mandatory inspections and mitigation of
hazards by landlords upon the complaint of a rental tenant.

Housing Program 12 directs the County to increase participation in the County’s home weatherization program. Energy
efficiency improvements can include sealing holes and cracks around doors, windows and pipes, which will not only
reduce energy costs but also improve the livability of homes in need of repair.

[There is a desire for improved community

[The Housing Plan includes programs to expand community engagement and increase participation in community outreach efforts,

engagement strategies that accommodate the

especially for historically underrepresented communities. All of the housing programs include elements of community outreach

needs of all communities

and education. In addition, several programs provide specific direction for the County to develop community outreach plans and

prioritize engagement efforts for low-income residents and historically underrepresented communities. The following programs

were informed by community input:

e Housing Program 14 directs the County to regularly review outreach methods and adjust community engagement
strategies according to community feedback. Program 14 also directs the County to improve community engagement
strategies and education and increase participation from historically underrepresented communities by collaborating
with community organizations and interested parties from all sectors and geographic areas.

Housing Program 13 directs the County to support fair housing and education on fair housing issues and housing/public

resources. The program also directs the County to partner with a fair housing provider by January 2025.




Certain communities are disproportionately

burdened by pollution from pesticide use and

pollution spread beyond political and geographical boundaries. Communities on the Valley Floor are disproportionately burdened

air pollution from wildfires

by pollution, often due to closer proximity to sources of pollution. The Housing Plan includes programs that improve

environmental conditions and reduce pollution exposure. The following programs were informed by community input:

° Housing Program 7 directs the County to adopt the most recent edition of the California Building Code with
strengthened ventilation standards to improve indoor air quality. In addition, the Site Inventory includes the rezone of
87 sites, increasing the maximum allowed density on these sites to 25 dwelling units per acre. Updated building
standards in combination with rezoning will encourage new housing development with improved indoor air quality in
communities that are disproportionately affected by air pollution.

e Housing Program 12 directs the County to support infrastructure for public transit, active transportation such as walking
and biking, and environmental improvements, prioritizing areas designated as CalEnviroScreen disadvantaged
communities or by TCAC as low and moderate resource areas. Implementation of alternative transportation methods
and environmental improvements will reduce air pollution emissions, thereby improving overall air quality. Program 12
also directs the County to develop an urban tree management plan which encourages planting of at least 100 trees
during the planning period. Urban trees will help to improve air quality and can create a buffer between agricultural
land and residential uses, which can protect people from pesticide exposure by creating windbreaks and reducing
pesticide drift.

e Housing Program 14 directs the County to prioritize public health infrastructure in Valley Floor communities by
developing an air pollution, water gquality, and pesticide monitoring and reduction plan for those communities.

[There is a lack of access to public amenities

[The Housing Plan includes aetiensprograms to increase access to public amenities in areas that are currently lacking, specifically

(parks, libraries, community centers, etc.) in

ltargeting communities on the Valley Floor. The following programs were informed by community input:




certain communities, such as Fairmead and La

° Housing Program 1 directs the County to rezone 87 sites (480 acres) suitable to facilitate the development of at least

Vina

1,247 housing units affordable to lower-income households. The rezone program will allow the development of higher-
density multifamily housing as detailed in Program 1 of the Housing Plan. All sites proposed for rezoning will be rezoned
to the RUM zoning district which allows a maximum density of at least 25 dwelling units per acre. This increase in
density will encourage future housing development in areas with existing and planned parks, schools, grocery stores,
commercial centers, employment opportunities, and public facilities and services.

e Housing Program 14 directs the County to collaborate with local organizations and residents to identify opportunities
for placemaking improvements, including active transportation, public art, utility infrastructure, gardens, street trees,
and recreation and community facilities and programs. These efforts will target communities in the Valley Floor,

[There is a lack of infrastructure
improvements, including water service,
sidewalks, street repairs, broadband internet

[The Housing Plan includes programs that encourage collaborative planning efforts for infrastructure improvements in areas that

need them most. The following programs were informed by community input:

° Housing Program 1 directs the County to coordinate regional planning for utilities and infrastructure, prioritizing

access services to sites that can accommodate lower-income housing, and to obtain additional funding for infrastructure
improvements.

° Housing Program 12 directs the County to support infrastructure, including public and active transportation, curbs,
gutters, planters, sidewalks, streetlights, and wheelchair ramps, targeting low- and moderate-resource areas and
CalEnviroScreen disadvantaged communities.

° Housing Program 14 directs the County to collaborate with local organizations and residents to identify opportunities
for placemaking improvements, including neighborhood serving public infrastructure such as broadband access. These
efforts will target communities in the Valley Floor, including Fairmead, La Vina, Parksdale, Parkwood, and Rolling Hills.

o >
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[There is a lack of access to transportation [The Housing Plan includes programs to increase access to public transportation throughout the county, focusing on creating
connections between residential areas and commercial and employment centers. The following programs were informed by
community input:

° Housing Program 7 directs the County to coordinate with the Madera County Transportation Commission, California
High Speed Rail Authority, and the San Joaquin Joint Powers Authority to facilitate development and improvements,
including streetscape and the circulation network in relation to the planned high speed rail station.

° Housing Program 12 directs the County to support infrastructure improvements for transportation, including public and
active transit. The program also encourage improved access to public transit by increasing connectivity to employment,
educational, and commercial hubs and residential areas throughout the county.

e Housing Program 14 directs the city to take measures to increase transit access to communities in the Valley Floor and

engaging those communities in the planning process for infrastructure improvements.

[There is a need for additional housing and [The Housing Plan includes actions to expand resources and services for persons experiencing homelessness, including removing
supportive services for residents experiencing |barriers to the development of emergency, supportive, and transitional housing.
and at risk of homelessness ° Housing Program 2 directs the County to support the production of affordable housing, prioritizing housing for very low-

and low-income households, by acquiring state and federal funding for affordable housing development and providing
technical assistance for affordable housing developers. New affordable housing development will expand housing
opportunities for low-income households who may be at risk of homelessness.

e Housing Program 5 directs the County to expand programs and services for homeless individuals by pursuing funding for
homeless service providers that operate temporary, permanent, and emergency shelters, amend the Zoning Code to
comply with state law regarding supportive and transitional housing, and use County funds to create supportive housing

and provide services, including employing a substance use disorder counselor. Program 5 also instructs the County to




HeusingProgram4-There is a need for [The Housing Plan includes actions that encourage the development of farmworker housing, to increase housing opportunities for

[affordable housing for farmworkers farmworkers and their families. The following program was informed by community input:

®  Housing Plan Program 4 dBirects the County to coordinate with local and regional organizations and service
agencies/non-profits to facilitate the development of affordable housing for farmworkers by providing financial
assistance to farmworker households, working with community organizations and interested parties to identify housing
needs for farmworkers, and pursuing funding opportunities for infrastructure improvements to support the
development of farmworker housing.




PUBLIC REVIEW OF THE DRAFT HOUSING ELEMENT

Madera County’s 6™ Cycle Draft Housing Element was posted on the County website for a formal public
review for 30 days from March 11, 2024 through April 9, 2024. Interested parties were notified of the
release of the Draft Housing Element update via email, and mailers were sent inferming-to 11,000

residents ard-community-members-within eaeh DACs throughoutia the county.

Printed copies of the Draft Housing Element were made available for public viewing in the following
locations:
e 3" floor of the County building
o 200 W. 4th St., Madera, CA 93637
e Madera County Department of Social Services
o 1626 Sunrise Ave, Madera, CA 93683
e Community Action Partnership of Madera County
o 1225 Gill Avenue, Madera, CA 93637
e Madera County Library
o 121 N. G Street, Madera, CA 93637
e Chowchilla Branch Library
o 300 Kings Avenue, Chowchilla, CA 93610
e Madera Ranchos Branch Library
o 37398 Berkshire Drive, Madera, CA 93636
e Qakhurst Library
o 49044 Civic Circle Dr. Oakhurst 93643

During the 30-day-public review period, the County received 13 comment letters and emails via the
project website from individuals, stakeholders, and community organizations. The County revised the
Draft Housing Element in response to the input received, where applicable. Table 1Fable-1-2 lists the
comment themes and how the Housing Element was revised






Table 1-2 Summary of Public Review Comments and Responses

Comment Theme

How Comment was Addressed

There is a need for more housing, including affordable housing for lower-
and moderate-income households (comments submitted via the project
website)

The County acknowledges this comment stating that more
housing is needed throughout the county. The programs and
actions in Chapter 2, Housing Plan, aim to ensure adequate
housing resources for all households of various income levels and
special housing needs. For eExample, Program 1 directs the
County to maintain a Site Inventory of sites suitable to meet its
RHNA allocation and support the housing needs of households of
all income levels during the planning period, including rezoning
of sites to accommodate more lower-income housing units and
zoning code amendments. The RHNA for Madera County includes
2,162 units for lower-income households and 829 units for
moderate-income households.

Program 2 aims to increase the production of affordable housing.
In response to this comment, the County added; including-the
additien-ef-Action 2.74, which directs the County to explere
consider an inclusionary zoning policy, assessing the need for
potential incentives that incorporate increased affordable units
(including increased densities, increased height limits, reduced

parkmg standards and ministerial rewew)_—ier—prejeets—that

Additional Ppublic participation and outreach efforts leading-up-te-the
completien-effor the Draft Housing Element eraft-could-be
improved;should be held, including in-person events in La Vina and areas
without reliable broadband access (letter from A. Uribe, Leadership
Counsel for Justice and Accountability)

as-deseribed-in-this-appendi—In response to this comment and
to provide additional opportunities for public input, espeeially
specifically from residents in disadvantaged-communitiesDACs,
the County will facilitate additional community outreach in
Fairmead, Oakhurst and La Vina, during the California

Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD)
review of the Draft Housing Element to ensure adequate
feedback and inform any-the subsequent drafts of the Housing
Element.

The County intends to hold additional in-person community
meetings and provide digital and printed media resources and




surveys in the spring and summer of 2024, specifically targeting
DACs in the county and areas with identified housing concerns,
including but not limited to, Fairmead, Oakhurst, and La Vina.;as
deseribed-later-inthisappendbeIn response to the comment,
workshops in La Vina will be heavily advertised in both English
and Spanish. The locations of the additional outreach events
were identified based on their geographic location and need for
in-person events due to limited internet access.

Future development's impact on groundwater/water supply should be
assessed (comments submitted via the project website)

Water supply for proposed residential development is addressed
in Appendix D, Constraints and Appendix C, Housing Resources.
To address this comment, the analysis in Appendix C was revised
with additional detail on how the County will support water,
sewer, and other infrastructure to meet the needs of future
development,- itncluding funding from grants and assistance
from the California High Speed Rail Authority would minimize the
impact of future development on water supply and ensure
adequate resources for sites identified to meet the County’s
RHNA obligations. Additionally, Action 14.5 was revised to
include ebjectives-onactions to support the construction of a
sewer system that the-eennection-connects of Chowchilla basin
Wastewater Treatment Plant to the Fairmead community for
sewer services.

The Housing Element should include time-bound plans to address
concerns over pollutants (letter from A. Uribe, Leadership Counsel for

In response to this comment, Action 14.5 was revised to include
geographic targeting for air pollution, water-quality, and

Justice and Accountability)

pesticide monitoring. Additionally, the action timeline was
revised to implement priority actions within the planning period,
including an outreach plan by January 2028.

There is a need for childcare services in the county (letter from A. Uribe,

In response to this comment, the County added Action 4.11,

Leadership Counsel for Justice and Accountability)

which directs the County to pursue funding to support child-care
services for low-income residents

There is a need for place-making efforts, services, and infrastructure
improvements, including transit, speed bumps, buffer zones, street
lighting, benches and shade at bus stops, electric wayfinding signs,
beautification projects, street gutter maintenance.- (comments
submitted via the project website, letter from A. Uribe, Leadership
Counsel for Justice and Accountability)

Inresponse-to-thiscommentProgram-4-of the Housing Plan-was
) . Action. - \etionddl
. . - fundi :
cake-offeringsservicestortowneemeresidents— - -

this comment, the County Fe-increased objectives and strategies
for etherinfrastructure improvements;. Action 12.3 was revised
to include that funding should be used for speed bumps, buffer
zones, street lighting, benches and shade at bus stops, electric
wayfinding signs, beautification projects, and street gutter
maintenance in disadvantaged communities, with new added




metrics. Additionally, Action 12.4 was revised to identify urban
tree improvement objectives such as a minimum of 60 trees will
be planted in Fairmead, La Vina, and Parksdale. Action 12.5 was
revised to include strategies and objectives for transit
connectivity, specifically to complete at least three active or
public transit projects by January 20231 and to proactively seek
funding from programs-tike including Affordable Housing
Sustainable Communities.

The Housing Element should include analysis on fair housing inquiries

In response to this comment, the County clarified the nature of

and support for enforcement and outreach (letter from A. Uribe,
Leadership Counsel for Justice and Accountability)

Clarifieatien-on-fair housing complaints and services was-made-in
the Fair Housing Resources section in Appendix F,- Affirmatively
Furthering Fair Housing. AFFH-

The Housing Element should include additional analysis of findings_on
local and regional patterns and trends of poverty and segregation,
lawsuits, settlements, or judgements related to fair housing issues, and
other relevant factors to inform identification and prioritization of fair

In response to this comment, the County added Elarification-en

o . - - - .
Hetsing-Resowreessectioh-i-AppenahAFRH— - analysis

of the disparities in housing needs and access to opportunity in

housing issucs.and-include-fair-housing-policiesand-programs-to
addressthese-issues-(letter from A. Uribe, Leadership Counsel for Justice

and Accountability)

Appendix F, Affirmatively Furthering Fair Housing-hasbeen
added. The discussion includes the current fair housing issues of
special needs groups throughout the county, such as atackef
farm labor housing, thepersons experiencing homelessness
pepulatiens, laek-efpublic investment in amenities and services
in rural communities, lew-and resources in areas of poverty, and
segregation patterns. A Summary of Key Findings section was
added to Appendix F, Affirmatively Furthering Fair HousingAFFH,
that includes analysis on regiens-facing-disproportionate housing
needs between —nelsding-residents efin the Valley Floor and
mountainous regions as areas-with-thelargest-disparities.

The Housing Element should include programs and actions that assist
persons experiencing homelessness in the county, specifically in
response to the annual report on homelessness findings (letter from A.
Uribe, Leadership Counsel for Justice and Accountability

In response to the comment, Program 5 of the Housing Plan was
revised to include additional actions and timelines to assist
persons experiencing homelessness, and persons at risk of
becoming homeless. The County revised Action 5.2-was revised
to include a timeline, guidelines, and strategies ferrelated to the
Madera County Strategic Plan to Address Homelessness;
aecerdinstesuarestionsradednthecommentletier, 1he
County also added Actions 5.6 and 5.7 were-alseaddedregarding
the development of a-fer low barrier shelters and to support a
safe parking program. Additionally-Action4-7commitscountyte
foellimieatlensd Otmnsitena e su s s ertenaiinthe

Concerns that the Site Inventory does not meet the County’s RHNA goals

When a shortfall of RHNA units on existing sites is encountered,




for low-income housing units (comments submitted via the project
website, letter from A. Uribe, Leadership Counsel for Justice and
Accountability)

the County is obligated to rezone sufficient land with zoning
suitable to accommodate the additional units. Appendix C,
Housing Resources was revised to include additional discussion
on the methods the County implemented in-erderto meet the
RHNA, includingelarificationand clarified that the County will
rezone in order to ensure adequate housing sites appropriate for
lower-income housing development. The Site Inventory under
current zoning indicates that 587 lower income units could be
accommodated on vacant and underutilized sites that do not
require rezoning. As described in the-Rezeningto-Accommedate
the-RHNA-section-of-Appendix C, Housing Resources, and Action
1.4 of the housing plan, 87 sites will be rezoned to accommodate
the remaining lower income units. The County’s sSite itnventory
identified adequate sites to meet the RHNA goals for housing
units at all income levels.

There is a lack of multi-family housing in high resource areas, and lack of

resources in areas that can accommodate low- and moderate-income
housing units (comments submitted via the project website and letter
from RH Community Builders, letter from A. Uribe, Leadership Counsel
for Justice and Accountability)

In response to this comment, the County revised Bue-to-therural
£ - : B or bi .

projeets—Action 12.3 wasrevised-to prioritize funding for
infrastructure and neighborhood improvements, including
transit, in areas that are designated as low or moderate resource
by the California Tax Credit Allocation Committee (TCAC).

Existing policies and programs should have concrete dates and timelines
to ensure accountability (letter from A. Uribe, Leadership Counsel for
Justice and Accountability)

In response to this comment, the County revised or added
Pprograms and actions wererevised-throughout the Housing
Plan, where applicable, to include new timelines, geographic
targeting, and objective goals. -Updates include benchmarks for
obtaining funding, conducting public outreach efforts, and
monitoring achievements to ensure the programs are effective

for disadvantagescommunitiesDACs and are implemented in a




timely manner. Ferexample-Program 5; was revised to direct
the County to adjust the metrics of the Strategic Plan to Address
Homelessness to within 6 months of completing the assessment.
Actions 12.1 through 12.6 of Program 12 include revised
objectives to improve climate resiliency and infrastructure needs,
with revised prioritization of the disadvantaged communities
within Fairmead, Parksdale, Parkwood, Rolling Hills, and La Vina.
And-Actions 14.5 and 14.6 of Program 14 were revised to include
new objectives, timelines for implementation, and geographic
prioritization of actions to benefit communities in need.

Air quality/ purification should be considered with existing and future
housing (letter from A. Uribe, Leadership Counsel for Justice and
Accountability)

In response to this comment, the Heusing-Elementhasbeen
updated-to-ineludeCounty added Action 12.6, which directs the
County to apply for grant funding for indoor air quality
improvement by January 2026. Additionally, grant funds received
will be prioritized to equip 300 low-income households with
HEPA purifiers by January 2028, with at least 75 percent of units
for residents in EPA-designated Disadvantaged Communities. The
County also revised Program 14.5 was-alserevised-to implement
priority actions for air pollution, water quality, and pesticide
monitoring and reduction plan for Fairmead, Parksdale,
Parkwood, Rolling Hills, and La Vina.




ADDITIONAL OUTREACH OPPORTUNITIES

The County recognizes the importance of community outreach for understanding the community’s
needs and creating effective policies and programs. In response to feedback from community
organizations regarding the need for additional input from the community, the County planstewill
conduct additional outreach opportunities to inform subsequent drafts of the Housing Element.

The County intends to hold additional in-person community meetings and provide digital and printed
media resources and surveys in the spring and summer of 2024, specifically targeting DACs in the county
and areas with identified housing concerns, including; Fairmead, Oakhurst, and La Vina. Input from this
outreach will be considered and incorporated into the revised Déraft Housing Element and programs as
needed. The revised drafts, including information on the additional public participation efforts, will be
available for public review prior to adoption by the Board of Supervisors and subsequent HCD review.



